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Talking Points for HAK's Breakfast with Schlesinger 



Mekong River 

— I am concerned that the situation in Cambodia may have taken a 
turn for the worse during the past week with the very effective use 

of mines on the Mekong River by the Communists. 

— I understand that now convoy crews are refusing to sail, a number 
of insurance companies have raised their premiums to astronomical 

♦ 

levels and Lloyds of London has refused to offer any more coverage. 

-- My reports are that short term supplies of POL and rice are 

sufficient, but there is only enough ammunition for about 15 days. 

I would 

/ like to get your thinking on what type of short term actions 

we will be able to take to alleviate this problem, 
o 

• Do we need to send out any experts to deal with the mine threat? 

\ 

• Are there any South Vietnamese or U. S. Navy mine clearing 

assets that could be made available to Cambodia? 

* * 

• Is there any way in which we can provide an indemnification program 
for civilian ships which are unable to obtain insurance? 

• Is there any way we can augment air deliveries? If so, what 

quantities of materials could we reasonably expect to deliver and how 
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much extra will this cost? 

Supplemental Assistance for South Vietnam and Cambodia 

-- I saw a film clip of your budget presentation on the Hill last 
on T. V. Your testimony and that of Eric Von Marbod on the need for 
additional aid to SVN and Cambodia have started us in the right direction. 
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— It appears that some people are trying to undercut our 
efforts by leaking stories that our requests exceed the needs of Cambodia. 
The Schanberg article in the Time_s on Friday is a case in point. 

- i am convinced we can get the necessary funds if we make a clear 
and convincing case, and speak with a single voice, particularly when the 

Congressional committee goes to the area for an inspection. 

„ j hayc instructed State to coordinate closely with DOD in mounting 

.a campaign on the Hill to overcome opposition to the supplementals. We 

^ =f T Kpiieve these bills can and must be passed, 
must not anticipate defeat. I believe 

„ It is essential that we not permit Congress to duck the heavy 
responsibility that it has for the! final outcome in this affair. 


fORO 


\ 


> 

Xj 




i 



